
  

Mount Saint Mary Academy's curriculum is designed to prepare its stu-

dents for higher education through a college preparatory program that 

allows them to reach their fullest potential. The Academy recognizes that a 

college prep program includes students who demonstrate different levels 

of aptitude and emotional IQ. Students who are accepted to the Academy 

will be prepared for college level studies. However, we recognize that not 

all students are able to move at the same pace. Mount Saint Mary Acad-

emy will provide appropriate classes as needed for our student body. The 

Administration reserves the right to drop a course in which there are not a 

sufficient number of students enrolled.    

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS - 130 Credits 

New Jersey Requirements                                     Mount Saint Mary Academy Additional Requirements 

 

English    4 years             Religion  Each year enrolled        

Science    2 years, Lab Science     Science  3 years of a Lab Science 

Mathematics   3 years             Mathematics 3 years, 4 years strongly 

American History   2 years                    recommended 

World Cultures   1 year             World Language 2 years-same language, 

Physical Education/Health Each year enrolled      3 years strongly recommended 

Fine, Practical or Performing Arts 1 year 

World Language   2 years          
 
Students must take a minimum of seven courses each trimester.  Students in grade 11 must pass the MSMA 

Math Proficiency Test to graduate.  

HONORS PROGRAM 

Honors courses are available to students whose academic abilities are outstanding.  The courses are de-

signed to offer depth in scope and exploration.  Selection is based on aptitude, academic record, test results, 

previous achievement in the subject area and teacher recommendation.  

 

Students who want to appeal a placement decision must do so in writing to the Office of Student Services by 

April 20, 2010.  All meetings to hear appeals will be scheduled for the afternoons and early evenings of April 

26, 28 and 29, 2010. 

 

THE MERCY SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

Students who qualify for the Mercy Scholars Program have earned outstanding scores on the Mount Saint 

Mary Academy entrance test. These students will be placed in honors level classes in English, history, math 

and science. Students may be asked to take a placement test in math to determine the course appropriate to 

their skill level.  Mercy Scholars must meet the prerequisites to continue in a minimum of three honors 

courses and maintain a minimum GPA of 3.5. 

 

MERCY CORE VALUES SERVICE DAYS 

All students are required to participate in one Core Values Service Day per year and give two hours of service 

on campus each year.  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 2010-2011 Academic Year 
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 CREATIVE ARTS 
 

ART HISTORY                   One Trimester  1 Credit -  Grade 9 

Students will learn about artists and artworks from various periods and cultures throughout history in conjunc-

tion with corresponding projects. 

 

DRAWING        5 Credits  - Grades 9, 10 
This course provides an opportunity to pursue varied directions in drawing and design through a variety of me-
dia. Two- and three-dimensional activities are included.  
 

PAINTING AND MIXED MEDIA      5 Credits - Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Drawing. This course introduces the techniques of painting in acrylics and watercolor as well as 
printmaking and sculpture techniques. It provides the opportunity to experiment and to achieve independent 
expression.  

 

STUDIO ART I                  5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Painting and Mixed Media. This course is for highly  motivated students interested in the serious 

study of art. Students will explore more in-depth topics using a variety of media.  

 

STUDIO ART II        5 Credits - Grade 12 

Prerequisite: Studio Art I. This course is for the advanced student who will be working more independently. 

Choices will be given in choosing topics and media. Portfolio and slide preparations are included.  

 

DESIGN     One Trimester   1 Credit - Grade 11 

This course is required of students who have not taken Painting. This course will be a hands-on investigation of 

design elements through various media. Projects will include both twoð and threeðdimensional design.  

 

DECORATIVE ARTS   One Trimester   1 Credit  - Grade 12 

The focus of this course is to create functional art and crafts projects. Textile and sewing projects such as fab-

ric memo boards, and tote bag creations are included in this course.  

 

GRAPHIC ART        5 Credits -  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12           
Students enrolled in this full-year course will learn about the elements and principles of art using a variety of 

media.  They will apply that knowledge to the creation of tablet-based design projects using programs such as 

Art Rage, Picasa, Paint.net, Publisher and the Adobe Creative Suite.  Students will learn about the commercial 

applications of graphic art in publications, posters, web design, etc.  Each student is required to have her own 

camera. There will be an extra fee for software licenses. 

ENGLISH 
 

Prerequisites for honors-level English classes, grades 10-12: B+ average in English Honors or an A average in 

English CP. All students must demonstrate excellent writing skills (A average on essays), excellent oral commu-

nication skills, and a love of reading. Final recommendation to be made by the teacher.  
 

ENGLISH I: LITERATURE AND COMPREHENSION    5 Credits - Grade 9  

This course focuses on the tools of good writing, including developing correct sentence structure, expanding 

vocabulary skills, and improving reading comprehension. 

 

ENGLISH I: LITERARY GENRES       5 Credits - Grade 9 

This course offers an intensive review of writing as well as exposure to a variety of genres for study and reading 

enjoyment, including the short story, the essay, drama, poetry, and the novel/novella. Emphasis is given to the 

skills of correct sentence structure, paragraph formation, and short theme development. Vocabulary enrich-

ment is an integral part of the program. Use of the library and the beginnings of professional research are intro-

duced.  
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ENGLISH I: LITERARY GENRES  (HONORS)     5 Credits - Grade 9 

Prerequisites: Excellent Middle School Language Arts average and writing skills; a love of reading; successful 

performance on placement test. This course offers in-depth exposure to many literary genres. Emphasis is 

placed on literary analysis, composition, enhanced writing skills, and critical thinking skills. Vocabulary enrich-

ment is an integral part of the reading and writing program. Professional research work is introduced and a 

formal library research paper is required.  

 

ENGLISH II: MAJOR AMERICAN WRITERS     5 Credits - Grade 10 

This course explores the pluralistic American literary experience, from Puritanism through the 20th century, 

with an emphasis on 19th century Romanticism. Selections from major American authors illustrate the charac-

teristics of each literary period as well as introduce students to the voices of African American, Native American 

and emergent women writers. Framed in part by the writing process, the goal of this course is for students to 

hone critical reading, thinking, and writing skills. 

 

ENGLISH II: MAJOR AMERICAN WRITERS (HONORS)    5 Credits - Grade 10 

This course offers an exploration of the pluralistic American literary experience through a study of Puritanism 

through the 20th century, with an emphasis on 19th century Romanticism. Selections from major American 

authors illustrate the characteristics of each literary period as well as introduce students to the voices of Afri-

can American, Native American, and emergent women writers. Framed in part by the writing process, the goal 

of this course is for students to hone critical reading, thinking, and writing skills. Additional emphasis is placed 

upon lively class discussion, extensive research, and oral and written presentations of individual and collabora-

tive student investigations.  

 

ENGLISH III: BRITISH LITERATURE:  

THE VICTORIAN AGE THROUGH POST-MODERNITY    5 Credits - Grade 11 

This course familiarizes students with British and Irish writers by tracing the development of literature from the 

Victorian, Modern, and Postmodern eras. Continued vocabulary study, college-essay preparation, and writing 

and research skills building are also integral.  

 

ENGLISH III: LITERATURE OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE (HONORS)  5 Credits - Grade 11 

This course will explore historical works of the former British Empire and their connections to the modern 

world. Students will be encouraged to give consistent attention to all levels of the writing process and practice 

evaluating texts using a variety of critical approaches to literature. Additionally, a formal research paper, a con-

tinued study of vocabulary, college-essay preparation, and constant honing of writing and research skills will 

characterize this course.  

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION  5 Credits - Grade 11 

Prerequisites: A in English II Honors (greater emphasis placed on essay average); critical essay; teacher rec-

ommendation. This rigorous college-level course will provide students with the interpretative skills necessary to 

read and understand complex texts and to fashion fully developed, insightful essay responses in a variety of 

forms (narrative, expository, argumentative) on a myriad of topics. The process of writing, including comprehen-

sion, analysis, reaction, and revision, will be the primary focus of this course. Ideally, students will recognize 

and practice the rhetorical strategies and stylistic choices that energize effective writing. Students are required 

to write a formal research paper and must take the Advanced Placement Exam in Language and Composition.  
 

ENGLISH IV: THE INDIVIDUAL IN SOCIETY      5 Credits - Grade 12 

This course focuses on the influences and trends of literature, with a focus on the individual in society through-

out history. Discussions of world and American texts will examine male and female relationships, class, race, 

religion and their influences on societal expectations of the individual. Principles of critical thinking, listening, 

and writing are emphasized through the reinforcement of research skills and the revision process. Special em-

phasis is given to writing analyses and argumentative papers. Whenever possible, course work will be supple-

mented with performance, fine art, and film study. 

 

ENGLISH IV: CONTEMPORARY WORLD CLASSICS (HONORS)   5 Credits - Grade 12 

This course provides a study of 20th Century world literature and selected classics from other eras. Designed 

for the self-motivated student with good writing skills, emphasis will be placed on critical theories and the ana-

lytical essay.  
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION  5 Credits - Grade 12 

Prerequisites: B+ in AP Language and Composition (greater emphasis placed on essay average); A in English 

III Honors (greater emphasis placed on essay average); critical essay; subject teacher recommendation. This 

rigorous college-level course is designed to develop the student's ability to understand and thoughtfully re-

spond to works of literature through class discussion and critical essays. While the content of the course cen-

ters around 20th-Century literature, students also study Greek drama, Shakespearean texts, and Romantic 

and modern poetry. Students are required to write a formal research paper and must take the Advanced Place-

ment Exam in Literature and Composition.  
 

ELECTIVE:  The following course may be taken in addition to a required English course:   
 

JOURNALISM        5 Credits - Grades 10, 11, 12 

Departmental approval required; application is available through class moderator or Office of Student Ser-

vices. Students will be taught the different types of newspaper writing and be able to model these in their own 

writing for the school newspaper. The subtle distinctions between editorial roles will be addressed and stu-

dents will become familiar with all aspects of the newspaper production process, i.e., selecting newsworthy 

topics, copy editing, and the technology of computer layout. Students will also learn the history of journalism, 

the impact of the media on society and their own responsibility as reporters of news.  

MATHEMATICS 
 

A TI-84 GRAPHING CALCULATOR is required for all classes beginning with Algebra II.   
 

Although three years of mathematics are required, four are strongly recommended. It is the policy of the 

Mathematics Department to review each studentõs performance annually. Students may move across tracks 

with department approval. Minimum grades and a placement test are required to move into or remain in cer-

tain tracks. The requirements for acceptance into each course and track are noted below. Departmental ap-

proval is necessary to take two math courses concurrently. 
 

PRINCIPLES OF ALGEBRA       5 Credits - Grade 9 

Prerequisites: MSMA entrance test; department recommendation. Principles of Algebra is designed to 

strengthen mathematical skills while providing a strong foundation in algebra.  The first trimester begins with a 

review of the real number system and focuses on mathematical operations. The course then introduces opera-

tions with signed numbers using a number line. The concepts of variables, expressions and equations are pre-

sented to introduce algebraic problem solving. The basic tools for working with linear equations and linear ine-

qualities in two variables are presented in the second trimester.  Algebraic and graphical solutions are empha-

sized. Operations with polynomials, factoring, and exponents are included in the third trimester. Test-taking 

skills are emphasized.  

 

ALGEBRA I        5 Credits - Grade 9 

Prerequisites: MSMA entrance test; department recommendation. Algebra I introduces and develops the fol-

lowing topics: operations with signed numbers and variables, solutions of linear equations and inequalities, 

writing equations from word problems, operations with rational numbers and polynomials, functions, graphs, 

irrational numbers, and quadratic equations.  

 

INTEGRATED GEOMETRY       5 Credits - Grades 10, 11 

Prerequisite: Department recommendation. Integrated Geometry is offered to 10th and 11th graders. The 

course introduces the basic topics of plane geometry while reinforcing algebra skills. The concepts of parallel 

lines, congruence, triangles, quadrilaterals, circles, area, and basic right-triangle trigonometry are covered. SAT 

test-taking skills are emphasized. This course is offered every two years commencing with 2007-2008. 

 

GEOMETRY        5 Credits - Grades 9, 10 

Prerequisite: Algebra I. This course introduces the basic topics of plane geometry. It begins informally and intui-

tively with gradual introduction to proving theorems followed by a development of concepts including parallel 

lines, triangles, quadrilaterals, circles, area, and introductory concepts of coordinate geometry.  
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GEOMETRY (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grades 9, 10 

Prerequisites: A in Algebra I; department recommendation. This course for the self-motivated and high ability 

student includes a more thorough treatment of the material in Geometry. An increased emphasis is placed on 

logical reasoning and the method of proofs.  

 

INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA II      5 Credits - Grades 10, 11 

Prerequisite: Department recommendation. This course is offered every two years commencing with 2008-

2009 and is open to 10th and 11th graders. The course focuses on SAT and HSPA preparation while building 

on the concepts from algebra and geometry. The following topics are studied: solving linear and quadratic 

equations and inequalities, graphing, direct and inverse variation, data analysis, statistics, probability, normal 

distribution, sequences and series. Problem-solving and test-taking skills are emphasized.  

 

ALGEBRA II        5 Credits - Grades 10, 11 

Prerequisite: Geometry. Algebra II builds on the concepts taught in Algebra I by adding these areas: solutions to 

complicated word problems, imaginary numbers, functions, graphs and solutions of quadratic functions and 

inequalities, solutions of polynomial functions, graphs of conic sections, and probability and statistics. Prepara-

tion for standardized testing is an integral part of the course.  

 

ALGEBRA II (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grades 10, 11 

Prerequisite: B in Geometry Honors. In addition to the traditional Algebra II content, this course includes in-

depth coverage of radical expressions and equations, exponential and logarithmic functions, rational expres-

sions and functions, the binomial theorem, and sequences and series.  

 

PRE-CALCULUS        5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisite: B in Algebra II. This course extends Algebra II to include trigonometry, reflections and transforma-

tions of graphs, exponential and logarithmic functions, matrices, linear programming, and SAT II preparation.  

 

PRE-CALCULUS (HONORS)      5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisites: B in Algebra II Honors; A in Algebra II. This rigorous course extends and unifies mathematical 

principles for advanced studies in calculus and abstract algebra. It requires above-average mathematical rea-

soning and a desire and ability to master difficult problems. The course emphasizes advanced algebra and 

trigonometric functions and incorporates SAT II preparation.  

 

DISCRETE MATHEMATICS       5 Credits - Grade 12 

Prerequisite: Algebra II. This course is designed for seniors who plan a college major that does not require pre-

calculus as a prerequisite, or who wish to take a second mathematics as an elective. The course emphasizes 

the real world applications of mathematical concepts. Relatively recent topics in mathematics are explored 

such as circuitry and path analysis, fair division problems, graph theory, sequences and series, and fractal ge-

ometry. The course also includes an introduction to statistics. Topics include sampling, probability, descriptive 

statistics and normal distributions.  

 

FINANCIAL MATH        5 CreditsñGrade 12 

This course surveys the application of concepts from algebra, geometry, probability and statistics to real world 

applications and practical decision-making. Topics include data display and analysis, survey techniques, and 

financial literacy. The course also offers an intense review of basic skills and algebraic concepts used on stan-

dardized tests. 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS     6 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisites: B+ in Algebra II; B in Algebra II Honors. This course for the self-motivated student will follow the 

syllabus outlined by the College Board and prepare students for the Advanced Placement Statistics Exam, 

which they must take. Topics include examination of the proper ways to collect and report data, the various 

statistical tools that are used to analyze data, the measurement of uncertainty that is inherent in statistical 

data, and how to draw meaningful conclusions from statistical information.  
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CALCULUS (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grade 12 

Prerequisites: A in Pre-Calculus; B in Pre-Calculus Honors. This course is an introductory single-variable calcu-

lus course designed to cover many of the topics covered in Advanced Placement Calculus AB, but at a less in-

tense pace. The course includes a brief review of elementary functions and limits, techniques and applications 

of differentiation, and techniques of integration applied to problems of area and volume.   

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS AB     6 Credits - Grade 12 

Prerequisites: A- in Pre-Calculus Honors. This course will follow the syllabus outlined by the College Board and 

prepare students for the Advance Placement Calculus AB Exam, which they must take. Included are limits and 

continuity of functions, derivatives and their applications, definite integrals and their applications, the Funda-

mental Theorem of Calculus, and separable differential equations and slope fields.  
 

MUSIC 
 

CHORALE        5 Credits - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Open to all students who wish to study and perform various styles of choral literature. Rehearsal time is within 

the school day. The group sings for many school liturgies and prayer services. Participation in the Christmas 

and Spring Concert are required. There are also occasional performances outside of school.   

 

BAND         5 Credits - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12                   

Open to intermediate and advanced students who wish to study various styles of music from different eras and 

perform as a group. Rehearsal time is within the school day. Students perform in the Christmas and Spring 

Concerts, as well as for school activities. Some music background is required.   

 

MUSIC OF THE WORLD   One Trimester   1 Credit - Grade 10                    

This course gives the student knowledge of music history, styles, forms and composers to enhance their listen-

ing abilities and enjoyment. Attendance at a live performance is required.  Students may indicate their prefer-

ence for this course, but placement is not guaranteed.  

 

MUSIC IN THE UNITED STATES  One Trimester   1 Credit - Grade 10 

This is a study of the history of music in the United States and the many personalities involved in making that 

music, which may be taken in place of Music of the World. Attendance at a live performance is required.  Stu-

dents may indicate their preference for this course but placement is not guaranteed. 

 

MUSIC OF THE WESTERN WORLD  One Trimester   1 Credit - Grades 11, 12          

This is an integrated approach to classical and contemporary music from Gregorian Chant to synthesized 

sound, uniting narrative, visual imagery and music in both performance and notated score. Students of all lev-

els of music experience will grow in their knowledge of music history and their appreciation of many aspects of 

music.  

 

MUSIC THEORY I    Full-year course (once per cycle)    1 Credit - Grades 10, 11, 12 

A study of the production, recognition and notation of the tonal and rhythmic elements of music through sight-

singing, dictation, ear training and keyboard application. Helpful for singers, instrumentalists, and songwriters. 

Students who are beginners, as well as those who have studied music, may elect to take this course. 

 

MUSIC THEORY II  Full-year course (once per cycle)   1 Credit - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Music Theory I. Advanced study of music theory incorporating four-part harmony, analysis and 

harmonization.  

 

ADVANCED MUSIC THEORY Full-year course (once per cycle)   1 Credit - Grade 12 

Prerequisite: Music Theory II. An extension of Music Theory II for the serious music student.  

 

PRIVATE LESSONS       Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Organ Prerequisite: One year of piano. Lessons are offered in: voice, piano, organ, harp, guitar, woodwind, 

brass, string and percussion instruments. Arrangements and payment are made for the year before school 

opens.  
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HANDBELL CHOIR 

This group functions as a serious club and meets one day each week after school. Some music reading ability 

is helpful but not necessary.  
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION,  HEALTH, DRIVER EDUCATION 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION   Two Trimesters   2 Credits ñ Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

This course offers team sports, life-time sports, dance, fitness and conditioning. It encourages the qualities of 

leadership, sportsmanship, creativity and self-discipline, and develops knowledge of, and appreciation for, 

sport through the understanding of terminology and rules.  
 

HEALTH I    One Trimester   2 Credits - Grade 9 

Major concepts are identified and developed in personal health, violence prevention, emotional development, 
stress management, nutrition, misuse of alcohol, tobacco, and drugs, as well as AIDS education. 
 

DRIVER EDUCATION (IN THE CLASSROOM) One Trimester   2 Credits - Grade 10 

This course encourages the development of good driving habits, knowledge of, and respect for, traffic rules 

and regulations, defensive skills, and knowledge and understanding of basic automotive principles. It prepares 

students for the NJ State written test.  
 

HEALTH III    One Trimester   2  Credits - Grade 11 

This course will explore personal safety with an overview of First Aid and CPR techniques, AIDS awareness and 

education as well as the impact of drugs and alcohol on the body.  
 

HEALTH IV    One Trimester   2 Credits - Grade 12 

Modern health concepts continue to be developed which stress the promotion of health and deepen the under-
standing of total physical, mental and social well-being. Responsible decision making with respect to individual 
fitness plans, nutrition, interpersonal relationships and responsible sexuality are discussed. Women's health 
issues and violence prevention are also explored.  

 

RELIGION 
 

RELIGION I:  CATHOLICISM      4 Credits - Grade 9 

This course assists students in developing a living and active faith through an understanding of Catholic teach-

ing. The course includes an overview of the scriptural roots of Catholicism and encourages a deeper under-

standing of the relevant message and ministry of Jesus. The student will be able to express and practice her 

relationship with God in a deeper, more meaningful way by examining the teachings, traditions, doctrines and 

sacraments of our Catholic faith. 
 

RELIGION II:  SCRIPTURE, AND MORALITY     4 Credits - Grade 10 

This course surveys the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures focusing on the development of Godõs covenant with 

the chosen people of Israel and on how Godõs plan for salvation is revealed in Jesus Christ. Emphasis is placed 

on helping the students deepen their relationship with God through the study of Scriptural teachings.            

The Morality component of the course aims to help each student understand conscience and personal decision

-making, while examining Church teaching on moral issues and integrating the teachings of Jesus in her daily 

life.  
 

RELIGION III:  WORLD RELIGIONS, AND GLOBAL JUSTICE   4 Credits - Grade 11 

This course surveys the history, beliefs and practices of major religions of the world, including Judaism, Chris-

tianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and Shinto. The main purpose of the course is two-

foldñto have the student come to a greater understanding of her own faith and appreciation of the richness of 

other faith traditions, and to develop an understanding of the major themes of Catholic Social Teaching and 

issues of justice and peace in our global world today. 
 

RELIGION IV:  ADULT CHRISTIAN LIVING, CHURCH HISTORY,  

WOMEN'S SPIRITUALITY       4 Credits - Grade 12 

This course is comprised of three components.   Adult Christian Living examines major areas of adult life in-

cluding the single, religious, married and family life.  Church History surveys key events in the Catholic Church 
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beginning with the Council of Jerusalem and ending with the Papacy of Pope Benedict XVI.  Womenõs Spiritu-

ality aims to familiarize each student with personal and communal prayer forms which are explored in theory 

and practice, and explores the development of the relationship of the self, with God, and with others, 

women's roles and images, contributions to church, and related current issues.  
 

ELECTIVE: The following course may be taken in place of the Womenõs Spirituality component of Religion IV.   
 

DIRECTED STUDY  

Prerequisites: Written application and department approval. Offered during the second trimester, this course 

provides an opportunity for students to study topics of interest in great depth. A member of the religion de-

partment will mentor the student throughout the trimester.  
 

SCIENCE 
 

BIOLOGY        5 Credits - Grade 9 

This course is designed to provide an introduction to the basic principles and concepts of biology.  The topics 

include the nature of science, ecology, cell biology, chemistry of life, genetics, evolution, and classification of 

living organisms. An integrated outline is presented through dynamic PowerPoint animations that correspond 

to major sections of the text. Student learning is supported through question set-reviews, concept mapping, 

and activities. Emphasis is placed on continued reinforcement and mastery of key concepts.  

  

CELL BIOLOGY        5 Credits - Grade 9 

This course will introduce students to the basic principles and concepts of modern biology. The topics include 

the nature of life, cell theory, chemistry of life, genetics, classification of living organisms, microorganisms 

and fungi, plants and ecology. Modern day developments in biology, particularly in the field of genetics, are 

studied. Regular laboratory exercises emphasize the investigative nature of science and reinforce classroom 

learning. Computer-aided instruction is available in the lab.   

 

CELL BIOLOGY (HONORS)        5 Credits - Grade 9 

This course will include and enhance in-depth biological concepts for the advanced-level student. Topics cov-

ered are: biological chemistry, cell physiology and reproduction, DNA and protein structure and synthesis, 

genetics, genetic engineering and diseases. Emphasis will be given to computer analysis of data collected, 

and synthesis of outcomes in a formal lab report summary. Students are expected to demonstrate independ-

ence in homework and in lab investigations.  

 

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE     5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisite: C or better in Biology and Chemistry. This course is a hands-on, inquiry-based course designed 

to investigate the interactions between humans and the planet Earth.  The course covers an interdisciplinary 

field that requires basic knowledge of biology and chemistry.  During this course, ecological principles will be 

investigated and emphasized while covering the topics of land, water, air, weather, energy, and sustainability.  

Emphasis will also be given to the effects of human actions on the overall health of the environment.  This 

course will use laboratory investigations, environmental issue debates, environmental case studies, hands-on 

learning activities, and on-line learning resources to reinforce concepts presented. 

 

CHEMISTRY        5 Credits - Grade 10 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology and Algebra. This course will introduce students to the excite-

ment of learning basic principles and concepts of chemistry and their application to everyday life through 

hands-on activities.  Students learn problem solving and proper procedures of laboratory work.  The topics 

covered are scientific measurement, states of matter and their behavior, role of energy in chemical changes, 

atomic structure, nuclear chemistry, bonding, formulas and equations, and periodic table.  Use of internet to 

obtain additional information will be encouraged.  

 

CHEMISTRY (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grade 10 

Prerequisites: A- in Biology Honors; B+ in Algebra Honors or A in Algebra; teacher recommendation. This hon-

ors-level course presents basic concepts in a descriptive, mathematical and experimental manner. This 

course expands on topics covered in Chemistry and includes the proper application of the scientific method, 
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phases and properties of matter, atomic structure, periodic table, bonding, chemical formulas and equations 

and chemical reactions.  Students are expected to demonstrate independence in homework, hands-on learn-

ing activities and laboratory investigations. Problem-solving, laboratory work, use of computer and Vernier data 

collection system, as well as on-line learning resources are incorporated into the course. 
  
CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS       5 CreditsñGrade 12 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology and Chemistry. This course provides a science background 

needed to understand everyday physical surroundings. Topics include: structure of matter, applied chemistry, 

motion and forces, electricity and magnetism, waves of energy. Lab investigations are utilized to reinforce top-

ics studied. Designed for individual instruction, the course ins inquiry-based, and includes integrated strategies 

for learning and assessment. 

 

PHYSICS        5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisites: C+ in Chemistry and Math; Algebra II completed or taken concurrently strongly recommended. 

This course familiarizes students with fundamental principles of physics and their applications. The topics in-

clude matter, energy, mechanics, heat, sound, light, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear physics. Students will 

learn the basis of physics through problem-solving in the lab and by using algebra, geometry, and trigonometry.  

 

PHYSICS (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisites: B+ in Chemistry Honors and Math Honors or A in Chemistry and Math; Algebra II completed or 

taken concurrently is strongly recommended; teacher recommendation. This honors-level course focuses on 

the basic concepts of physics from theoretical, practical and mathematical viewpoints and prepares students 

to continue their knowledge of physics in future college classes.  The course expands on topics covered in 

Physics and includes physical mechanics, sound waves and optics, heat and thermodynamics, static and cur-

rent electricity, electromagnetic waves and electromagnetic induction, and atomic and nuclear physics.  Stu-

dents will learn the basis of physics through problem-solving in the lab and by using algebra, geometry, trigo-

nometry. Students are expected to demonstrate independence in homework, class activities, and laboratory 

investigations.  Library and internet research is encouraged.  

 

HUMAN BIOLOGY       5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology; B- or better; passing grade in Chemistry. This course is de-

signed to expand on introductory biology concepts and laboratory techniques. Topics covered include:       bio-

chemistry, cell structure and function, anatomy and physiology of human and other animal systems, genetics, 

evolution, and human impact on ecological systems. Laboratory work consists of web-based activities, data 

collection, and use of lab technology and techniques. Dissection and handling of preserved specimens is an 

integral part of the lab experience.  Project work is mandatory in the lab.  Computer-aided instruction is avail-

able in the lab.  

 

BIOLOGY II (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisites: B+ in Biology Honors; A in Chemistry or B+ in Chemistry Honors; teacher recommendation. This 

honors-level course continues to study the biological principles in greater depth than the first year of biology.  

The topics cover a pre-college course of study designed to prepare the students for AP Biology. It will cover 

evolution and classification, comparative anatomy and physiology of invertebrate and vertebrate organisms, 

plant growth, response, and development. Lab work integrates the AP Biology themes. Dissection is an integral 

part of the laboratory experience. Students are expected to demonstrate a high level of independence in 

homework and laboratory investigations. Computer-aided instruction is available in the lab.   

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY      6 Credits - Grade 12 

Prerequisites: A- in Biology II Honors and Chemistry Honors and B+ in Math Honors or A in Math; teacher rec-

ommendation. This rigorous, fast-paced AP course is designed to be equivalent to a two-semester college in-

troductory biology course usually taken by biology majors during their first year. The curriculum of AP Biology 

follows the recommendation of the College Board and is designed to prepare the student for the Advanced 

Placement Exam in May.  The three general areas covered in this course include Molecules and Cells, Heredity 

and Evolution, and Organisms and Populations with topics including Biochemistry, Cell Physiology, Energy 

Transformations, Molecular Genetics, Principles of Taxonomy, Botany, Zoology, Human Physiology, Ecology and 

Statistics. Labs are an integral part of the course work and are equivalent to college labs.  Students will be 
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expected to synthesize material from reading, class, and lab into cogent and coherent essays in preparation for 

the free-response portion of the exam.  Students are expected to demonstrate a high level of independence 

and motivation in all areas of this course.  Summer work, extended assignments over student holidays, and 

additional class and lab meetings will be required. AP exam is required.  

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS B     6 Credits - Grade 12 

Prerequisites: A- in Physics Honors and B+ in Math Honors; Algebra II Honors completed or taken concurrently 

is strongly recommended; teacher recommendation. This rigorous, fast-paced AP course is designed to be 

equivalent to a college-level introductory course in Physics. The course provides a systematic introduction to 

the main principles of physics and emphasizes the development of problem-solving ability.  Students will han-

dle more sophisticated concepts than were studied in Physics Honors.  The curriculum of AP Physics B follows 

the recommendation of the College Board and is designed to prepare the student for the Advanced Placement 

Exam in May.  This course includes topics from five general areas: Newtonian Mechanics, Fluid Mechanics and 

Thermal Physics, Electricity and Magnetism, Waves and Optics, Atomic and Nuclear Physics. Problem-solving 

skills using algebra and trigonometry are emphasized. Application of theory in laboratory is also a major com-

ponent.  Students are expected to demonstrate a high level of independence and motivation in all areas of this 

course. Summer work, extended assignments over student holidays, and additional class and lab meetings will 

be required. AP exam is required.  
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

WORLD CIVILIZATIONS       5 Credits - Grade 9 

This course will examine important events and people that have shaped major world civilizations since the 

1300s. A strong emphasis will be placed on the development of important social studies skillsñcritical thinking 

and reading; interpreting visual data such as maps, graphs, charts and political cartoons; identifying cause and 

effect; and essential writing and note taking skills.  

 

WORLD HISTORY        5 Credits - Grade 9 

Building on studentsõ knowledge of world cultures, this course will concentrate on the study of world history 

from the 1300s through the present. It will examine the major events, people and movements that have con-

tributed to the development of our modern world. The course will help foster the development of critical read-

ing and writing skills, oral presentation skills and map interpretation.  

 

WORLD HISTORY (HONORS)      5 Credits - Grade 9 

Prerequisites: Departmental review of elementary school Social Studies, reading and writing grades; success-

ful performance on a Social Studies placement test.  In addition to examining the major social, political, eco-

nomic and cultural movements contributing to the development of our modern world, this course will place 

strong emphasis on writing, critical analysis of documents and text, as well as extensive discussion.  

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY I      5 Credits - Grade 10 

This course offers a chronological survey of United States history from the birth of our nation to the beginning 

of the 20th century. An important component of this course is the study of the formation and development of 

our government and the significance of the Constitution. It will continue to build upon the reading, writing, ge-

ography and oral presentation skills developed in the previous year. 

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY I (HONORS)     5 Credits ð Grade 10 

Prerequisites: A in World History or B+ in World History Honors; teacher recommendation; demonstration of 

analytical writing and verbal skills. This course concentrates on the chronological study of major events, people 

and problems affecting the history of the United States from the colonial period through the Gilded Age. Focus 

will be placed on extensive writing, research, evaluation of primary source documents, critical thinking, in-

depth reading and oral presentation. This course is a prerequisite for Advanced Placement United States His-

tory.  

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY II      5 Credits - Grade 11 

This course will examine the people, events and movements that have influenced the development of the 

United States from the early 20th century to the present day. Emphasis will be placed on helping students 

identify the historical origins of important issues affecting the United States today.  
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UNITED STATES HISTORY II (HONORS)     5 Credits - Grade 11  

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation; A in United States History I or B in United States History I Honors; 

demonstration of analytical writing and verbal skills.  In addition to the study of 20th century United States 

history, this course will place a strong emphasis on analytical writing, critical analysis of text and primary 

source documents and discussion.  
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY    5 Credits - Grade 11 

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation; A- in United States History I Honors; demonstration of analytical writ-

ing and verbal skills. This course examines the history of the United States from the Gilded Age through the 

late 20th century. It places a strong emphasis on comprehension, interpretation and analysis of text and pri-

mary source documents, critical essay writing and in-depth class discussion. This class prepares students for 

the Advanced Placement United States History Examination, which is a requirement of the course.  
 

ELECTIVES:  The following electives may be taken with the appropriate department recommendations:  
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY    5 Credits - Grade 12 

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation; A- in United States History II Honors; or B in AP United States History; 

demonstration of analytical writing and verbal skills. This college-level course examines the cultural, economic, 

political, and social forces that shaped Europe from the Renaissance through the recent past. It requires an 

ability to examine historical evidence and express historical understanding in critical essays and discussion.    

A formal history research paper will be assigned. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement Euro-

pean History Examination. 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT & POLITICS  5 Credits-Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Department recommendation. This course provides students with a thorough grounding in the 

origins of our nationõs government and the development of our political beliefs and traditions. In addition, this 

course will also cover such topics as the structure and function of our national government, the role of political 

parties, interests groups and the media in shaping public policy, and the role of the Supreme Court in the de-

velopment of the rights of individual citizens. Students are required to take the AP United States Government & 

Politics exam. 
 

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT      5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

This course will provide students with a thorough grounding in the roots, development and present-day work-

ings of our nationõs government. Students will emerge from this class with a clear understanding of the role of 

the citizen in the political process and solid preparation for becoming an active citizen. 
 

ALTERNATE VOICES IN AMERICAN HISTORY    5 Credits - Grade 12 

This course will examine the American experience through the eyes of the òotheró. The experiences of women, 

African Americans, Native Americans, and other minority groups who have struggled to make their voices heard 

in our evolving society will be studied. The class will incorporate historical texts, literature and film to explore 

these topics.   
 

PSYCHOLOGY        5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

This course explores what people and animals do, and why they act the way they do. Specifically, it treats such 

topics as: heredity and environment; personality; intellectual ability; learning and thinking; sensation and per-

ception; emotions and motivations; conflicts and adjustments; and mental illness and its treatment.  
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY     5 Credits ð Grade 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Department recommendation. This is an advanced Introduction to Psychology course requiring 

extensive reading of the relevant literature in addition to the first-year college textbook. Students will be re-

quired to use analytic and critical thinking as they are exposed to such areas of psychology as learning and 

conditioning, psychophysiology and psychopharmacology, child development, research methods and data 

analysis (statistics), personality factors and their measurement, social psychological tenets, cognition, and psy-

chopathology and intervention. Good writing skills are a requirement, but will also be developed through cri-

tiques and research papers. Students must take the AP Psychology Exam. 
 

ECONOMICS (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Department recommendation. This course will introduce students to the study of economics. 
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Macroeconomics is the primary focus of the course; although microeconomic topics will also be addressed. 

Social issues and the interrelationships among world economies will be investigated. Also included in the 

course is a unit on financial literacy. Topics include the free enterprise system, economic indicators, and the 

role of government. Extra review sessions are held for those students who wish to take the AP Macroeconom-

ics exam.  
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT MICROECONOMICS    5 Credits-Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Department recommendation.  This course gives students a thorough understanding of the topics 

covered in an introductory college level micro-economics course. Its primary focus is to examine individual de-

cision makers within an economic system. Topics covered include price determination, market structure, exter-

nalities, efficiency, equity and the role of government. Students are required to take the AP Microeconomics 

exam. 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

TECHNOLOGY SKILLS            One Trimester  1 Credit - Grade 9                       

This course will support the studentõs use of technology throughout their academic subjects. Topics include 

use of the Tablet computer (One Note, data backup, and virus protection), file management, Moodle, LAN re-

sources, Word, Excel, and recording of audio. Throughout this course, responsible and appropriate use of the 

Internet will be reinforced.    
 

ONLINE SKILLS AND SAFETY           Two Trimesters  1 Credit - Grade 9 

This class meets once a cycle. The class will introduce students to the research databases and other library 

resources, and reinforce ethical and safe practices on the Internet. 
 

DIGITAL MEDIA         5 Credits ð Grades 9, 10, 11, 12    

The foundations of digital media are covered in this full year course. Students will learn the process of creating 

a digital project from concept to completion. This course covers storyboard, script writing, production organiza-

tion and will develop students skills in using digital cameras, video cameras, recording devices and the soft-

ware for editing these projects.   Students will regularly create projects for the school TV Station and other mul-

timedia outlets.  

WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

ITALIAN 
 

ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE I     5 Credits ð Grades 9, 10 

This course focuses on the aural-oral approach to the beginning learning of Italian. Usage of basic grammar, 

speaking, listening and reading skills are achieved through the study of thematic units such as the Italian fam-

ily unit, Italian holidays, Italian immigration, Italian cities and Italian food. Active participation enables students 

to acquire modest conversational skills. When necessary, English is spoken to facilitate student understanding. 

 

ITALIAN I        5 Credits - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Students acquire basic knowledge of Italian vocabulary and grammar.  An emphasis is placed on acquiring 

communicative skills.  Cultural components of the course include:  Italian homes, Italian families, geography of 

Italy, Italian cities and Italian-American studies.  Classes are conducted primarily in Italian and English is used 

when it is necessary to facilitate comprehension 

 

ITALIAN II          5 Credits ð Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Italian I. Students continue with the development of audio-lingual proficiencies.  The use of the 

iPod and programs available on the tablet, and video equipment promote these skills. Advanced grammar con-

cepts are included as well as authentic reading material.  In addition students continue to study cultural as-

pects of Italy such as: Italian regions, regional Italian food, Italian fashion, the Italian school system and Italian 

pastimes.  The class is conducted primarily in Italian.  Students are expected to respond primarily in Italian by 

January in the second trimester. 

 

ITALIAN II (HONORS)       5 Credits ð Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites: A in Italian I; teacher recommendation.  This Honors level course is available for the most moti-

vated student. This course will go forward at a faster pace and/or in greater depth. A greater oral proficiency is 

required for the Honors level. This course will have different assessments.   
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ITALIAN III         5 Credits ð Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites: Italian II; teacher recommendation. Students progress to an in-depth study of advanced gram-

mar concepts.  While students are furthering their oral proficiencies, an additional emphasis is based on writ-

ing skills and reading comprehension.  Short stories and articles from the internet are read.  Movies are dis-

cussed both orally and in writing.  An extensive study of Italian art and art history is the primary focus of cul-

tural study this year.  In addition, an opera is selected and studied in-depth.  This class is conducted in Italian.  

Students are expected to respond in Italian. 
 

ITALIAN III (HONORS)       5 Credits ð Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites:  A in Italian II; B+ in Italian II Honors; teacher recommendation. This Honors level course is avail-

able for the most motivated student. This course will go forward at a faster pace and/or in greater depth.  This 

course will have different assessments. A greater oral proficiency is required for the Honors level. An A in Ital-

ian II and teacher recommendation is required 
 

ITALIAN IV        5 Credits - Grade 11, 12 

Prerequisites: B- in Italian III; teacher recommendation.  Italian IV continues to further develop the skills of lis-

tening, speaking, reading and writing. Advanced grammatical topics will be introduced and applied to the read-

ing and discussion of excerpts from classical and modern literature as well as current event articles from Ital-

ian periodicals.  An in-depth study of Italian businesses and their practices is undertaken.  The third trimester 

is dedicated entirely to the study of Italian history by viewing, discussing and writing about various Italian films.  

This class is conducted in Italian. 
 

ITALIAN IV (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grade 11, 12 

Prerequisites: A  in Italian III; B+ ItalianIII Honors; teacher recommendation. This Honors level course is avail-

able for the most motivated student. This course will go forward at a faster pace and/or in greater depth.  This 

course will have different assessments. A greater oral proficiency is required for the Honors level.    
 

LATIN 
 

LATIN I         5 Credits - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Students begin to learn to read and use Latin actively. They focus on building a strong vocabulary base and 

gaining an understanding of the structure of Latin. Additional course topics include Greco-Roman mythology, 

ancient culture, and the ways in which the classics have impacted the world for over 2,000 years.  
 

LATIN II         5 Credits - Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Latin I. Students will increase their understanding of Latin vocabulary, grammar, and syntax. They 

will continue to study mythology and the ways in which the Latin language and ancient culture influence us 

today. There is a strong emphasis on the development of reading and translation skills.  
 

LATIN II (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites: A in Latin I; teacher recommendation. This course will incorporate the aspects of Latin II at a 

faster pace, with different assessments and/or in greater depth.  
 

LATIN III         5 Credits - Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites: Passing grade in Latin II (B average strongly suggested); teacher recommendation. The develop-

ment of reading skills and increased understanding of Latin grammar, syntax, and vocabulary are the goals for 

this course. Students will continue their study of mythology, learn about the Trojan War cycle, and begin to read 

authentic Latin prose. Students must have a strong understanding of basic Latin grammar and syntax.  
 

LATIN III (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites: A in Latin II; B+ in Latin II Honors; teacher recommendation. This course will incorporate the as-

pects of Latin III at a faster pace, with different assessments, and/or in greater depth.   
 

LATIN IV         5 Credits - Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites: B- in Latin III; teacher recommendation. Students use the skills and knowledge gained in Latin I 

through III to read, analyze and discuss authentic Latin letters, historical documents, inscriptions, poems and 

myths. They will examine the historical context of the literature in order to enhance their understanding of the 

ancient world. Course expectations include a thorough understanding of Latin grammar and syntax, strong 

translations skills and willingness to contribute to class discussions. 
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LATIN IV (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites: A in Latin III; B+ in Latin III Honors; teacher recommendation. This course will incorporate the 

aspects of Latin IV at a faster pace, with different assessments, and/or in greater depth. 
 

SPANISH 
 

SPANISH I      5 Credits   - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

This is an introductory course designed to develop listening, speaking, reading and writing competency in 

Spanish. Students are introduced to basic grammatical structures, pronunciation and the practices and per-

spectives of the Spanish speaking world, using the communicative approach. Classes are conducted primarily 

in Spanish; English is used when it is necessary to facilitate comprehension. 
 

SPANISH II        5 Credits - Grades 9, 10, 11 

 Prerequisites: Spanish I; teacher recommendation. This course continues the development of listening, speak-

ing, reading and writing skills in Spanish. They are introduced to the history, geography, culture and literature 

of Spain. Students are exposed to a wide variety of Spanish audio-lingual/visual materials. The use of the iPod 

and programs available on the tablet, and video equipment help promote aural/oral skills.  The class is con-

ducted primarily in Spanish.  Students are expected to respond primarily in Spanish by January in the second 

trimester. 
  
SPANISH II (HONORS)                                                                                             5 Credits ð Grades 9, 10, 11  

Prerequisite: A in Spanish I. This Honors level course is available for the most motivated student. This course 

will go forward at a faster pace and/or in greater depth. A greater oral proficiency is required for the Honors 

level. This course will have different assessments 
 

SPANISH III        5 Credits - Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites: Spanish II; teacher recommendation. Fluency in Spanish, as a form of written and oral communi-

cation, is the aim of this course. Grammar vocabulary and idiomatic expressions will be presented through con-

versational practices, the study of literary pieces and oral presentations.  There is an in-depth study of geogra-

phy, history and cultural trends of Latin America and Spain.  Classes are conducted in Spanish  
 

SPANISH III (HONORS)       5 Credits - Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisites: A in Spanish II or B+ in Spanish II Honors; teacher recommendation. This Honors level course is 

available for the most motivated student. This course will go forward at a faster pace and/or in greater depth.  

This course will have different assessments. A greater oral proficiency is required for the Honors level.    
 

SPANISH IV        5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisites: B- in Spanish III; teacher recommendation. Fluency in Spanish, as a form of written and oral 

communication, is the aim of this course. More complex usage of grammar, listening, reading and writing skills 

is practiced through thematic units such as travel, the arts and careers. Short readings will give the students 

exposure to the history, geography and culture of different Spanish-speaking countries.  
 

SPANISH IV (HONORS)        5 Credits - Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisites: A in Spanish III; or B+ in Spanish I; teacher recommendation. This course is open to those stu-

dents who have excelled in level III Honors and who anticipate continuing on to the AP program. This course 

involves more complex structures and patterns of grammar and the study of idiomatic expressions that contrib-

ute to an advanced level of reading and composition. It is also an introduction to, and a survey of, Spanish Lit-

erature, particularly Spanish masterpieces of the 20th and 21st centuries. Classes are conducted entirely in 

Spanish and students are expected to speak only in Spanish as a pre-AP level. 
 

THE LITERATURE, ART & CULTURE OF THE SPANISH SPEAKING WORLD 5 Credits - Grade 12 

Prerequisites: Spanish III Honors, or Spanish IV. This course is designed for the student who desires to improve 

her oral proficiency in the Spanish language. Spanish will be used exclusively in class, and it is expected that 

students are committed to developing fluency. Students will engage in conversations, provide and exchange 

information and express and exchange opinions based on information gleaned from Spanish films, music, lit-

erature and art. This course is not intended for students desiring to take the Advanced Placement course. Stu-

dents must submit a written request for enrollment to the Department Chair describing their Spanish proficien-

cies.  This is a senior level course only.   
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH LANGUAGE    6 Credits - Grade 12 

Prerequisites: B+ in Spanish IV Honors; oral test; teacher recommendation. This course focuses on the stu-

dentõs development of advanced listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in Spanish. Literature as well as 

various reading passages, and an intense grammar and vocabulary review are emphasized. There are pre-

course summer assignments.  Listening exercises are to be done independently throughout the school year. 

This is a university level course that includes much independent study in addition to class time. Only Spanish is 

spoken in class, and students are required to take the AP exam.  

 

LITERATURE THROUGH TRANSLATION     5 Credits ð Grade 12 

The student will develop an accurate understanding of the Italians and their contribution to Western civilization 

through Italian literature. They will explore modern Italian society through a study of literary, Cultural, artistic 

and historical development.  The instructor will incorporate films, theater, works of art and music appropriate 

to the piece of literature studied. Assessment will include research projects, individual and group presenta-

tions, quizzes and writing. Literature, in its cultural context, will be presented in English. This is a senior level 

course.  
 

STUDENT SERVICES 
 

SENIOR COLLEGE SKILLS SEMINAR      One Trimester   No Credit ñ Grade 12 

Senior students are enrolled in a College Skills class that emphasizes the college application process.  Informa-

tion regarding completion of college applications is provided, application deadlines are emphasized, college 

essay topics are brainstormed, letters of recommendation are facilitated, college issues are discussed and 

scholarship opportunities are announced.  Each senior is scheduled for a private interview with her guidance 

counselor to discuss college plans.  Classes meet first trimester, once class per cycle. Classes are non-graded, 

attendance is required. 

 

JUNIOR COLLEGE SKILLS SEMINAR      One Trimester   No Credit ñ Grade 11 

Junior students are enrolled in scheduled classes that emphasize the college search process.  College Match, 

a workbook complete with interesting self-awareness assignments, acquaints the students with ideas to pre-

pare them for selecting colleges.  Students will begin the college selection process facilitated by Naviance, a 

web based computer application.  Topics covered in this class will include:  the internet as a resource, impor-

tance of college visits, building and creating a resume, writing a good college essay.  Interpretation of PSAT 

reports, registration for SAT, Subject Tests, ACT will be part of the class.  Classes are non-graded, they meet 

during second trimester, one class per cycle, attendance is required. 

 

SOPHOMORE SEMINAR        One Trimester   No Credit ñ Grade 10 

This class is designed for Sophomore students as introduction to college and career planning.  Students are 

introduced to Naviance, a web based computer application.  An interest survey is administered and students 

will be exposed to a variety of careers.  Students will have an opportunity to participate in work shadowing.  The 

class will begin to build their own personal resumes and college planning discussions are facilitated.  Stan-

dardized test scores (PSAT & PLAN) will be reviewed and analyzed.  Classes are scheduled third trimester, once 

class per cycle.  Classes are non-graded; attendance is required. 

 

FRESHMAN SEMINAR        One Trimester   No Credit ñ Grade 9 

This course is designed to acquaint ninth graders with programs, policies, and practices of MSMA. Study skills, 

additional Tablet training, and student presentations by National Honor Society Members will all help students 

make the transition into high school. Classes are scheduled first trimester, one class per cycle. Classes are 

nongraded; attendance is required. 


